Notes from Andy Baker, 21.8.1997, 19.15
Bergmann was invited to the meeting with Bohl only two weeks ago!!!
Chronology:

December 1996: German government agrees with JCC (Jewish Claims
Conference) that 7000 _Western_ survivors will get more compensation,
who had already received more than 10,000 marks. Position of the
German government at that point was NOT to discuss Eastern Europe or
anything else unti] 1999 and the JCC agreed to this.

January 30, 1997 "Panorama” broadcast showing that war criminals in
Germany get pension -- contradicting German government statements up
until that point. (see statement by Bohl below... this plays a role.)

May 7, 1997 Ad in NY Times -- "Guess Who Gets a Pension from the
German Government?” (I have a faxed copy of this and am trying to get a
good copy...)

May 7, 1997 -- Position paper by Bohl on NY Times ad -- issued
before/simultaneously as the NY Times ad. "the german government
points out that in december 1996 it discussed and definitively resolved the
remaining unsettled questions concerning german hardship payments
with the JCC which was representing many jewish organizations,
including the AJC. Agreement was reached that the JCC would not make
any further demands on the German government before 1999." Regarding
Panorama piece from January 30, "Individual cases have now emerged
where 2nd world war veterans of the German armed forces living in
germany who committed war crimes received or are still receiving a war
victims® pension.... in the light of experience and knowledge gained, this
view has now changed. for that reason the german government and
parliament are currently seeking ways to prevent war criminals from
receiving war victims®s pensions.”

May 15, 1997 Baker meets with Herzog about E Eur survivors. Herzogs
claims he will do something and that he will go and tell the chancellor_s
office.

Early June, 1997 Clinton and Kohl meet. Sandy Berger, head of the
Natjonal Security Council in the White House told Baker that if Clinton
did not mention the issue of Eastern European survivors, that he (Berger)
would. Berger was also present. Baker has no confirmation that it was
actually raised at the meeting as planned, although he believes it was.
(Note, the Bonn General Anzeiger first reported this recently.)

June 5, 1997 Baker meets with Schauble about E European survivors -- S.
seems open to changing government position. He thought they could find
a pragmatic solution. Said he would discuss it with Waigel.



Scheduling of meeting of August 20th, happens in June, AFTER meeting

with Clinton and of course AFTER the ad in the NY Times. At this point,
Bergmann is not invited. Aungust 20th scheduling is the big change in the
German government position. Here they agree to discuss E Eur survivors
on August 20, 1997, something they had always refused.

July 3, JCC executive ctte meeting in Jerusalem. (Note, Baker, WJC and
other orgs are all on the board of JCC. No eastern european organizations
are on the board of JCC. ) Baker argues for Bergman to be included. Later
writes this again in a letter. JCC still does not include Bergman.

August 1, 1997 -- letter sent by the 82 Senators to Kohl. (there would have
been more, but many senators were away on vacation -- summer break).
Letter was then published in the newspaper a week before the August 20
meeting.

Bergman invited to meeting AFTER letter to Kohl, ca. 2 weeks before the
meeting.
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Wnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, OC 20312

August 1, 1937

His Excellency Helmut Kont
Chancela: of the Federal Rapublic of Germany
Bonn Federal Rapubhc of Garmany

P2a: Chancellor Kohtl:

W2, the undarsigned members of the Unsted States Senate, aie writiag to express ow deep concern about
the continucd refusal of Gaomnar Govarnment Lo pay pensions 16 the thousands of eldetly Holocaust sucvivers
liviag in Eastern Susope and (e formet Soviet Union, even Bs generous “var vicums pensiond” ate paid 1o veterans
of the Waffen 83 and other Naai military organizations lwing in thece same countrias and e'sewvwhera,

Unliks thel: councerparts in ths West, Jewish Holocaust strwieors living in the formetly Commurist netfons - -
suevivors of ghettos and concentralion camps - - t2ceive NO pansions Some are eattled (¢ a3 4netime paymant of a
fevs Mundred dollars; oitets do not receive even that

In stark contzast, many thousands of vei2rans of varraus Nazt military fotces. who aze hving sl eraund the
world, ate eligibls {or supplemental pansions Yout Gavermmant racendy confirmed that over 3,000 veterans of Nezi
milrary forces o5 their depanents currently Hiving in the Unsted States are receiving such pansions. Germen law
even parauts Nazl wart criminals inside of Germany (o recetve these banaits

Kontsd Adenauas, tha fitst Chiancello: of the pos? war Feders! Republc, scknowiedgsad that Germany would
be judged by howr Leated the Jewish survivors of the Holocaus: Woe haly recognize that Germany has
coniibutzd billions of dallars in compersstion and resttuuon thess past (ifry yeass, and It has, {n so many ways
and unlike 50 many of w3 nexghtors, confronted its past squarety and honesily.

‘ot R s precisely because of this sdurable 1ecord. and the fact that Germany s now such a valued friend
anc trusted ally of rthe United States, that we find {t dssuessing that your Goverrument has rafused to pravids any
meardngtul compenszation we this forgottan group of Holoceust susvivars

Ve hopa yau will add-ess this matter with the most speed so that thesa remaining sugvivors of mankind's
darkasi houss arg able to hve out thaw [inal years with some measure of comdort and digniry
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An se:ne Excellenz Dr. Helmut Koh!
Bundeskanzler der Bundesrepulik Deutschland
Benn, Bundesrepublik Deutschland

1. August 1997

Sehr geehrier Harr Bundeskanzler,

hiermit moechten wir, die unterzeichneten Abgeordneten des US-Senals, unsere
Sorge ueber die Tatsache zum Ausdruck bringen, dass bis heute von Seiten der
Bundesregierung Rentenzahlur.gen an aeltere Ueberlebende des Holocaust, die in
Osteuropa und in den Staaten der ehemaligen Sowjetunion [eben, ausgeblieben sind,
waehrend grosszuegige "Kriegsopferrenten” an Veteranen der Waffen-SS und anderer
nationalsozialistischer Militaerorganisationen, die in diesen oder anderen Laendern
ansaessig sind, gezahlt werden.

Im Gegensazt zu ihren Leidensgenossen im Westen erhalten juedische Ueberlebende
des Holocaust (Ueberlebende von Ghettos und Konzentrationslagern), die in den
ehemaligen kommunistischen Staaten leben, keinerlei Rentenzahlungen. Einige
erhalten eine einmalige Zahfung in Hoehe von einigen hundert Dollar, andere
wiederum bekammen garnichts.

In grossem Widerspruch dazu stehen die in aller Welt lebenden tausenden von
Veteranen verschiedenster nationalsozialistischer Militagreinrichtungen, die
zusaelzliche Rentenzahlungen erhalten. |hre Regierung hat vor kurzem bestaetigt,
dass mehr als 3.000 in den USA lebende Veteranen nationalsozialistischer
Militaerorganisationen oder deren Angehoerige derartige Rentenzahlungen erhalten.
Das dzutsche Recht duldet sogar die Zahlung derartiger Leistungen an
nationalsozialistische Kriegsverprecher in Deutschland.

Konrad Adenauer, der erste Nachkriegskanzier der Bundzsrepublik Deulschland, hatte
erkannt, dass Deutschtand nach seinem Umgang mit den juedischen Ueberlebenden
des Holocaust beurteitt werden wird. Selbstverstaendlich wissen wir, dass
Deutschland in den letzten 50 Jahren Entschaedigungs- and Reparationszahlungen in
Milliardenhoehe geleisiet hat und sich, im Gegensatz zu den meisten seiner Nachbarn,
in vielerlei Hinsicht mit der Vergangenheit ehrlich und offen auseinandergesetzt hat.

Eben wegen dieser bewundernswerten Leistungen und der Tatsache, dass die
Bundesrepublik heute ein geschaetzter Freund und zuverlaessiger Partner der
Vereinigten Staaten von Amerika ist, finden wir es besorgniserregend, dass lhre
Regierung es bis heute ablehnt, nennenswerte Entschaedigungsleistungen an diese
letzte, vergessene Gruppe Ueberlebender des Holocaust zu entrichien.

Wir hoffen, dass Sie diese Angelegenheit so schnell wie moeglich zur Sprache
bringen, damit die letzten Ueberlebenden des dunkelsten Kapitels der
Menschheitsgeschichte in der Lage sind, ihre verbleibenden Jahre in Muehelosigkeit
und Wuerde zu verleben,

Hochachtungsvoll,



